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The Alvin Ailey Dance Company’s Home Spotlights the Fight
Against HIV

by Chip Alfred

Deep where the sun don't shine

Is a place that | call home.

When the planetary alignment is right
And the D] cuts out the lights

Deep is where I'm home.
—"Underground Is My Home” by Dennis
Ferrer from Home

he planets and the stars aligned for

the world premiere of Home, a work

inspired by the courageous stories of
ten people affected by HIV. With high-ener-
gy hip-hop choreography by Rennie Harris,
the Ailey company wowed the packed
house on opening night with its unparal-
leled artistry and precision in a megawatt
performance. Bringing the stamina of

street dance to the stage, Home explores the

intersection of the club scene and commu-
nities of faith in the lives of those impacted
by HIV/AIDS.

Presented at the newly-renovated historic
New York City Center on World AIDS Day,
Home honors the memory of founder Alvin
Ailey, who died on December 1, 1989. The
dance piece, which will be performed across
the country on the company’s 2012 national
tour, represents the culmination of a year-
long project sponsored by Bristol-Myers
Squibb, the REYATAZ Fight HIV Your Way
Contest [AQ U, August, 2011]. More than
1,300 people from across the country sub-
mitted a photo and essay depicting their
battle with HIV. The top ten winners
received a trip to New York and tickets to
see the Ailey company perform the dance
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Choreographer Rennie Harris (center, left) and artistic director Robert Battle (center, right) with

dancers backstage at the world premiere of Home
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influenced by their contest entries. This
marks the third installment of the Bristol-
Myers Squibb contest, which highlights the
struggles of people touched by HIV, helps
reduce the stigma many still face, and
encourages those infected with the virus to
continue their fight.

“Home is a bold new work—Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater’s first-ever origi-
nal dance to recognize the continued HIV
epidemic. As long as AIDS exists, we're
still fighting,” said Robert Battle, who
kicked off his inaugural season as the
company’s artistic director. Battle acknowl-
edged the contest winners in the audience
as he introduced Home, describing it as “a
celebration of life. It is a tribute to Alvin
Ailey’s enduring spirit and pioneering
legacy.” The contest winners, who
were treated to a backstage meet
and greet with Harris and the com-
pany’s dancers, watched the show
in awe. “It was brilliant, incredibly
inspired and poignant,” raved Kurt
Weston, a Huntington Beach, Cali-
fornia, photographer and artist
living with AIDS and legally blind
as a result. Dr. Sherry Meltz, a psy-
chotherapist from Roswell, Georgia,
who works with HIV-positive
patients, exclaimed, “I'm over-
whelmed. It was probably one of the
most phenomenal events ['ve ever
attended in my entire life, [ saw
some of everybody’s story in it. It's
about living positively and produc-
tively and hopefully.”

“Ailey’s mission has always been
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" Matthew Rushing and company at the final rehearsal for Home

about using dance to celebrate'the human : -aphed by / impacted by the disease that claimed his
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